
Dear members,

Been a long time since I last sent one of these updates, so time to catch up with what's been going 
on at the Verulam CC!

Overall, I'm pleased to report that the club has been operating very smoothly this year and that we 
now have a good solid framework in place. For example: Communications & website setup (courtesy 
of Andy Flint), new membership process (courtesy of Mick Connell), club runs organisation (courtesy 
of Bob Bone and Bill Sibley), club time-trials (courtesy of Nick Coe) and social events (courtesy of 
Tom Tichler) etc. etc. Safe to say that we have a happy club and the spirit and camaraderie continues 
:-)

The main areas of innovation for 2017 (as planned) have been the youth development and the new 
race team. Both areas have exploded into new territory for the club.

I'll start with the youth development which notched up a couple of steps this year thanks to the 
£10,000 Lottery funding we received. Davinder Bhatia was instrumental in securing that funding and 
has since been tasked with spending it! This has included the purchase of 27 new track bikes and the 
introduction of a whole new level of coaching at Welwyn Track on Saturday afternoons.

David Yorke, Rachel McKay, Davinder and I are all qualified coaches now and have been giving up 
our Saturday afternoons every week. A big commitment yes, but I think I can say for all of us that it is 
an absolute joy seeing the younger riders develop (several now riding the Welwyn Track League on 
Friday evenings), the great spirit and camaraderie between the riders and the growth in interest. My 
biggest concern now is whether we can cope with the ever growing number of new young riders 
attending. A nice problem to have :-)

Interested? Please contact Davinder cc'd.

Onto the race team: Unless you've been out of the country for the last few months you can't have 
failed to notice that the Verulam - reallymoving.com name hitting the headlines! We never 
anticipated in our wildest dreams that this would be such a success and I am so so pleased to see the 
buzz the team has created in the racing world. 

This team was always about creating our own little "racing academy" for talented riders, having a 
good team spirit and recognising their results. We now have a great pathway for our younger riders 
and I must give a mention for some of our junior/youth riders Michael Parry, Luke Houghton, Matt 
Watson, Jamie Maxen and Beth Watson for the fantastic results that they have achieved so far this 
year. 

Special thanks are due here to the management team: Marcel Six, Liz McKie, Gavin Bench and 
Strafford Watson. Marcel in particular (our Directeur Sportif), who we generally refer to as "The 
Boss". Also thanks to reallymoving.com for joining us on this venture.

This is an opportune time to thank the many volunteers that helped out on Sunday at the Fete du 
Velo. A full day of racing around Redbourn Common with a focus on the community with plenty of 
youth and novice racing. We had over 200 riders taking part and I'm guessing at around 2,000 
people visiting the stalls and spectating. Not to mention some dominating performances & wins for 
our new race team in the various categories. A super day that ran without incident and was a credit 
to the VCC. Special thanks to Andy Flint who has been instrumental behind the scenes planning and 
organising the event in conjunction with Simon Barnes at The Bike Loft.



See the pics at: https://www.facebook.com/VerulamCyclingClub/?hc_ref=OTHER

Next week we have the Chiltern 100 and I hear we have 100 riders (again!) that have taken up the 
VCC discounted entries. Big thanks in advance to all of the volunteers that are manning the feed 
stations, putting out the signs on Saturday etc. If you are new to the club, you may not be aware that 
we receive a generous service fee for our contribution which enables the club to put something back 
into the sport in areas such as the youth development and racing. We founded this sportive 9 years 
ago (?) and I'm pleased to see that the club is still recognised for its role and our riders still have 
good interest in the event. Thanks again go to Andy Flint for secretly working behind the scenes to 
make this all happen.

Last, but not least, open event will be our Open 25 TT on 23rd July. Nick Coe has this one all 
professionally under control (as usual) and looking above I see this as a nice balance of our 
contributions to cycle sport. Road racing, Time-Trialing, a big Sportive and of course our weekly track 
sessions.

A quick mention for the two CRRL road races we ran on the open roads up near Milton Keynes last 
month. Our hosting these events was critical for our membership to the Central Road Race League 
which is necessary to ensure that our racers get entry into other road races in the Central Region 
and is all part of making sure clubs put on races full stop. Some new territory for us with the club not 
having done a proper road race in many years, but we passed with flying colours! Great seeing all 
the vehicles lined up with flashing lights, race radio etc. :-)

We also co-ran a morning of Veterans LVRC races over at Hog Hill with TMG Horizon a few weeks 
ago. As above, this is part of making sure our club is recognised as a "race contributor", thus 
enabling our riders to get entry into other LVRC races. Big thanks to Paul Caton for pulling that 
together!

And finally:

Sarah Holllobone kindly put together the excellently constructed "Club Survey" which 125 people 
completed. I've attached a summary feedback that Sarah compiled for this Chairman's update. More 
details to follow.

This is just what we needed to help make sure the club is heading in the right direction and there is 
some very useful feedback here which we will be reviewing at the committee meetings and will no 
doubt discuss at the next AGM. Thank you to all those that responded and a BIG thank you to Sarah 
for producing the survey. A really professional job!

That's all for now. Happy cycling over the summer break and I hope to see some of you at the 
Chiltern 100 on Sunday. If not, maybe at our Verulam 100 sportive on 6th August?

Kind regards,
Doug

PS. Oops ...  Forgot to mention the club BBQ coming up on Sunday 20th August. Free entry to all you 
volunteers that have helped out this year. 

PPS. And forgot to mention Davina Thomas who has done a sterling job [excuse the pun] with 
managing our accounts this year. With everything going on in the club, this task is has been a real 
challenge for her. Sorry Davina!



Doug 


