
Dear members, 

I won't try to encourage you all to get out cycling just now, but here's something for you to 

read whilst you have your feet up, sitting in front of the fire: 

 

What has been going behind the scenes at the Verulam CC? 

1) Club Runs: Our top activity in the club and a big demand on our voluntary resources. I'm 

sure most of you know that Bob Bone is 'the man' behind all of this. Check out the size of his 

lever arch file on a Monday night! Organising all of the run leaders, the cafe stops, the 

training sessions, First Aid courses and First Aid kits, Garmin/gpx training and Garmins (!) 

and arranging a curry night for all the leaders (40?) last week - which was a great success. 

You're doing us proud Bob! 

2) New Club Kit: I hope you like it! Simple, stylish and top quality was the plan ... and we 

had a tough act to follow given that the old kit was already good quality - and still looks 

good. Time moves forward though and I'd like to pass on thanks to the folk behind the old kit 

which has server us so well: Don Andrews (our former clothing maestro) plus people like Tim 

Gray, Rachel McKay and Eddie Spriggs spring to mind. Thank you guys. I'm sure you'll still 

be seeing your legacy out on the roads for a few years yet - stretched and faded .. like some 

of us riders are getting! 

Hopefully you are all aware that the new kit is now on display at Rock&Road so you can 

walk in at any time to try things on and buy it on the spot. We have invested a lot of money 

(£17,000) to stock up on the popular garments so you hopefully won't have to wait for an 

order to be placed. Gavin Bench (our new clothing maestro) had a bit of a shock when the 

first batch arrived which took over his entire hallway! Gavin has put a lot of work into getting 

everything organised and is doing a great job. Please contact him (cc'd on this mail) to check 

stocks in advance as we have another large order on the way. Thank you Gavin! 

p.s. I have promised to photograph the garments and put some pics on the website. They'll be 

there soon. It is a lot brighter than we expected out on the road - and it is good to be seen :-) 

3) The Website: Alas, I've been made redundant in this role, but hopefully you will welcome 

the new changes that are already rolling out - courtesy of our new web master: James 

Garstin. James has already brought us into the 21st Century with Social Media links to 

Twitter (133 followers), Facebook and Strava (56 riders featuring on the Leader Board last 

week!). 

James has also been working with our new Comms Secretary (Andy Flint) to assign 

ownership of the various sections to the appropriate officers. Several pages have already been 

updated, the menus are being tidied up and the out-of-date information is being removed or 

replaced. Thank you James and Andy! 

4) Communications: Again, I'm feeling redundant in this area :( Andy Flint has been 

pumping out so much news in his weekly comms that I haven't felt the need to send out any 

news bulletins. Andy is a bundle of energy and a great contributor to our club and we are 

very lucky to have somebody like him on-board. Keep up the great work Andy! 

5) Membership: This process has taken a whole leap forward and again I've been made 

redundant in the area of looking after the new member applications and briefings. Mick 



Connell is now 'the man' and he has been tirelessly restructuring our on-boarding process.  

 

We have had a surprising number of new applicants this year given the weather (5-6 every 

week) and we have decided to request that going forward, applicants join the club (and pay) 

before they even attend the Monday evening safety/ group riding briefing. This will make the 

admin process much easier. Thank you for sorting all of these things out Mick! 

 

Membership renewals have been flooding in, but there are still a few to go and I'll be issuing 

a 'naughty list' next week. Be quick! 

 

p.s. we will be giving the membership tags another try this year to help ensure we know who 

you  are (e.g. that people have done their briefing/induction ride) and so that we have your 

emergency contact details. 

6) Finances: As usual, the account is looking very rosy. This doesn't mean we are being 

frivolous with the funds though. As per my last report, we have introduced budgets and 

budget holders and have a structured process to ensure that our money is being wisely 

invested in the interests of our club. Andrew Boetius is now 'the man with the cheque book' ... 

but not for long! Thanks to some follow up support from our former Treasurer Mark 

Drinkwater we now have on-line banking for the first time! Another step into the 21st 

Century :-) So we'll have to call Andy 'the man with the digital key fob' now! 

We have already started tracking our payments and receipts more closely (new forms in 

place) - in keeping with concerns raised at the AGM. We want full transparency and have 

arranged that senior members in the club will be reviewing the payments & receipts on a 

quarterly basis to ensure there are no surprises come year-end.  

7) Majorca: Just 2.5 months to go. Roll on sunshine! We have over 60 people booked up 

which is much the same as last year, but somehow it feels more together - probably because 

we are all traveling on the same dates. I think Easyjet must have a dedicated jet lined for us 

this year!  Don Andrews has once again taken the lead with pulling this together (thanks 

Don!) and we'll be doing a briefing on Monday 30-March to explain the arrangements.  

Great to see such a great social side to the club. Or did somebody think it was supposed to be 

a training camp?? 

8) Racing: Not much going on at the moment unsurprisingly, but Matt Pumo has already 

started pulling the shaved legs members together to talk about races for this year and 

training/coaching. Please make sure you reach out to Matt if you have an interest in road 

racing or Nick Coe for time-trialling (both cc'd). The season is not far away! 

9) Youth Development: We have some promising looking youngsters coming out on 

Sundays now (when it isn't wet, cold, snowing, blowing a gale or throwing it down - i.e. not 

much this year). Hopefully they'll all be out when the sun decides to shine again and we can 

watch them transform from hanging off the back to leaving us all behind. Watch out, the next 

generation is coming! 

Under-12's: We'll be back out to play as soon as this weather breaks. I'm also making 

progress on some potential new premises. Watch this space! 



9) Club Nights/Social: It is great to see that the Monday evenings at Townsend are getting 

more and more popular. Tom Tichler and Kate Gannon get all of the credit for this with a 

great line up of events this winter. They also deserve another big thank you for the wonderful 

Christmas Dinner we had back in December. Thank you guys! We're already re-booked for 

2015 (17-Dec?). 

10) Turbo Classes/Coach's Corner: Those of you that attended the kit launch will have 

seen Rachel McKay being presented with a token award for the outstanding work she has 

been doing for the club running the turbo classes on Thursdays and maintaining a wealth of 

coaching information on the website. Log in and go to Coaching / Coach's corner. Great stuff 

Rachel, we owe you! 

11) Pru 100: Allocations have been now been announced and given that only 1 in 5 people 

get a place (20,000 out of 100,000 applicants!) some of us will be hoping that we can use the 

team entries again this year to get a 2nd chance. Graham Rickets (cc'd) has kindly 

volunteered to help out here and we'll get a notice out soon to make arrangements.  

OK, that's all for now folks. Time for my cup of Horlicks! Hope to see you out soon, but 

please be very careful out on the roads. There will be plenty of time to build up those racing 

legs when the weather improves. 

Kind regards, 

Doug 

 


