
Hi folks, 

Sorry for the delay since my last update. Unfortunately my new work situation doesn't leave 

me a lot of time to play club chairman :( 

In no particular order: 

1) Chiltern 100 Arrangements: Hopefully you are all aware that we struck a very good deal 

with Human Race to sell this event. The club will realise great financial benefits from this, 

but we still have an obligation to supply volunteers over the weekend (10 for Saturday and 20 

for Sunday). Following our call for helpers, volunteers for Saturday were in surplus, but 

Sunday fell a bit short (not surprising with 100 VCC riders taking part - taking advantage of a 

nice 50% discount!). A few calls will be made to seek our full quota, but in general we are in 

good shape. 

A big thank you to Andy Flint (chairman) and the C100 subcommittee that was formed to 

mobilize the volunteers and ensure that the club is properly recognized for it's contributions. 

I should also mention that we are still sorting the paperwork for our HMRC amateur sports 

club registration - as needed with this new source of income. We got rejected on our first 

application (!) but hopefully nothing that we can't deal with. Expect another SGM to be 

called soon for agreement on further changes to the club constitution! 

2) Strategic Investment: The newly formed subcommittee (Kirk Alderson, Bob Bone 

(stepping in now for Kirk), Nick Coe (chair), Mark Drinkwater, me, Andy Flint, Dick 

Morgan and Tom Tichler) met last month to set out our objectives and to organize this 

initiative.  

You will be receiving the outcome of our vision over the following weeks, but I can give you 

a heads up on the core activities identified so far (in no particular order): 

 

- Club runs 

- Social programme and club room 

- Training/coaching 

- Mountain biking 

- Racing, including RR, track and TT 

- Sportives  

- Touring 

- Development of younger members (youth programme) 

- Sense of club community and identity 

It is our intention to ensure that club funds are invested in the best interests of our overall 

membership. This will always be a controversial subject (you can't please everybody!) but 

hopefully we have a wide enough spread of expertise on this subcommittee to make sure that 

this is done fairly and professionally. 

3) Club Runs: Sadly our club run secretary Kirk Alderson will be heading south-west at the 

end of the month :(  Kirk has only been at this post for a short while, but I hope the 

framework he helped to put in place (run leader classes, mentoring, First Aid etc.) will stay 

with us for a long time. Thank you so much for all that you have done Kirk and I hope you 

enjoy the next chapter in your life! 



The good news is that Bob Bone has kindly offered to try and fill Kirk's shoes (and they are 

rather large shoes!). Bob is a very popular figure in the club and I hope you will all wish him 

the best and give him all the support that he needs. 

4) Identity Tags: Yes, the time has come! We have finally come up with what we hope is a 

clean and simple solution to provide a) Proof of membership and b) Emergency contact 

details and medical conditions. The plan is to supply all members with a small lightweight 

tag (about half the size of a credit card) with a printed VCC logo and your name & contact 

details. Expect 3 tags each which can be zip tied under your saddle out of the way. We still a 

a few details to sort out and will let you know how these will be rolled out shortly. 

5) Rock&Road: Some exciting news! The VCC and R&R have agreed an arrangement 

which will be in the interest of all of our members. Essentially we will see enhanced VCC 

member benefits (discounts, bike servicing etc.) in return for some light promotional 

communications (via the VCC only). This is not sponsorship, it is not exclusive and no 

money has changed hands. Many of you will already know Paul Williams, Gavin and Nick 

from the shop (all members of the VCC) and will know that we enjoy a good relationship 

with them. Hopefully a win, win arrangement! 

6) Youth Development: We kicked off the season with a session on the main playground at 

St Columba's last month. This proved to be a great insight into what the youngsters really 

enjoy: Racing! Fortunately we had enough space to set out a nice circuit and build up to some 

fun races. It was great to get the end of our allocated time to the cries of "just one more race 

.... pleeeaaase!".  

 

Our challenge to further develop this side of the club is going to be all about finding 

facilities. Unfortunately we will only have limited access to St Columba's main playground, 

hence need to start thinking of an alternative. A high priority on our strategic investment! 

We also had a mountain bike session last week to help them develop their handling skills. 

Great fun all around it was a real pleasure to see the progress they made (e.g. riding down a 

steep drop off). Many thanks to Andy Whitaker for helping out here. 

 

7) Racing: It was great to see 37 riders lining up for our season opener: The Hardriders TT. 

This area of the club clearly has a big interest and I look forward to seeing some great battles 

over the year. Congratulations to Nick Coe and all the helpers that managed to pull it all 

together under difficult circumstances (3 laps, 37 riders ... a timekeepers nightmare!). And 

Nick still found time to be VCC top dog on the day! 

Paul Caton has kicked off the evening chain gang training. I think it has been agreed that 

these  will be run on a Thursday evening from now. Please contact Matt Pumo at  

mattpumo@gmail.com to be added to our "racer email list" for full details 
and updates. We anticipate sufficient numbers for at least 2 groups this 
year, so don't be afraid to give it a try! 
 

Keep an eye on the "Latest News" panel on the website for what promises to be an action 

packed season :) 

 

mailto:mattpumo@gmail.com


8) Social Activities: I hope you had the opportunity to enjoy some of the great evenings that 

Kate Gannon and Tom Tichler have been putting on for us over the winter. It is great to see a 

full house most weeks now and the poor bar lady needing to kick us all out at 10:30pm!  

Kate and Tim have more festive activities planned for the year, so keep an eye on the 

communications and the website. 

 

That's all for now folks. I hope you enjoy the new season and I look forward to seeing nearly 

70 of you (!) over in Majorca in 2 weeks time. 

Regards, 

Doug 

 


