
Dear friends in lycra, 

  

Please find below my monthly summary of "what's going on" with the club: 

  

1) What, no club run?!  Yes, it was unfortunate that we had to cancel yesterday's run and in 

hindsight we probably would have been OK. The forecast was for rain on Saturday and then a 

freeze on Sunday which would have been a recipe for disaster, but alas the rain never arrived. 

We had at the committee, just the day before, agreed that we should give the cafes/pubs a 

head's-up on Friday if the weather conditions suggest our attendance will be impacted. This is 

particularly important at the White Horse since they lay on staff and cakes especially for us. 

Hopefully you will understand our decision for "better safe than sorry" was the right decision. 

However, we had a good turnout for the mountain biking option and a good fun time was had 

by all :) 

  

Committee feedback: 

  

2) Accounts: The annual accounts were submitted to our Auditor last month and have since 

been returned with a request for some changes to the formatting. It was agreed that 

this should all be wrapped up by end-Jan. Suffice to say, the accounts are healthy and there 

are no concerns with the numbers. We just want closure on this action from 2012. 

  

3) Bank Account Signatories: It was agreed that we should change the signatories for 

writing club cheques in-line with the newly formed committee. This applies to both the club 

account and the Chiltern 100 account. 

  

4) Club run leaders: A concern has been raised that we are short on run leaders - in 

particular for the Mods. Be prepared for an approach from one of our friendly club officers :) 

Please contact paulhammond01@googlemail.com if you would like to be considered 

  

5) Club run safety: We will be organising a light hearted presentation at the club room later 

in the year to demonstrate the consequences of certain riding behaviours. It was felt that this 

will hopefully be more instructive than written guidelines 

  

6) Club run destinations: People have been asking for some new destinations to be added to 

our rota. Bill Sibley & Paul Hammond have agreed to investigate and call some pubs in hope 

of finding another White Horse! 

  

7) Club room: We have been presented with a draft Agreement for use of the Townsend 

Sports Club facilities. It was agreed that the terms were generally in good spirit for a healthy 

collaboration with the existing Tennis & Bowls sections at TSC. Some minor changes have 

been suggested which will need to be agreed with TSC. Hopefully you will all take the 

opportunity of coming along within the next 4 weeks to check it out for yourselves! 

  

Don't forget that Andrew Rice & Rachel McKay are giving a presentation on First Aid & 

Incidents tonight 

  

8) Youth Development: I sent an email to you all last week which summarised the Welwyn 

Track opportunities and I am please to report that I have received several replies from 

members with kids that are keen to get involved. Beyond this, I anticipate building up a 

programme for Youth activities (e.g. Sat / Sun / evening rides: road, MTB & going to races) 
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and having around 6 helpers CRB checked and geared up to look after them. I have a 3-day 

British Cycling coaching course coming up next month which includes a half day on 

"safeguarding and protecting children". I hope to use the lessons from this course to help 

share with the helpers and structure the activities. As a reminder: My focus will always be 

about "having fun" in these early years. I want to be able to offer the kids a wide variety of 

cycling opportunities (from racing to social). 

  

9) Club membership: We have now moved (back) to "calendar year" membership, which 

means your subs for 2013 are now due! Unfortunately our electronic subscriptions package is 

only sending renewal reminders using the old renewal dates when it should be using 1-

January. If you joined late in 2012, you are entitled to some compensation under this scheme. 

Please contact me for details. 

  

10) Membership tags: We have been considering use of tags that can be attached to our 

bikes to identify club members.The idea is yellow tags for 2013 members and red tags for 

new applicants (to be issued at their safety briefing). We have just taken delivery of some red 

tags - complete with Verulam Cycling Club logo - and we will be checking them out first 

before deployment. They are approx. 2cm x 5cm and can be easily attached / removed 

from your seat tube. I'll take some to the club room tonight for you to see. 

  

We are also keen to introduce "identity tags" with your emergency contact details and any 

medical conditions. Please speak up if you can think of a reasonably cheap and effective way 

of doing this! e.g. a laminated card (will people carry them?), part of the bike tag, a bracelet? 

  

11) Chiltern Classics: We have been contacted by the Harp CC to remind us that there will 

be limited entries (250) again this year (20-Jan). Arrive early if you don't want to be 

disappointed! Entries on-the-line only 

  

12) I've forgotten! Sorry, but I left my notes at home. Will send a follow up when I get home 

if there is anything important  

  

Regards, 

Doug 

 


