
Chairman’s Letter – 6th May 2016 
 
Hi all, 
 
It has been a long time since I sent one of these, but in my defense, our excellent communications 
secretary (Mr Flint) has been covering things very adequately and leaving me with little news to pass 
on. I'm therefore feeling very unwanted :-(   
 
So nothing really new to tell you all, but hopefully I can give you a "big picture overview" of what has 
been going on over the last few months and what is coming up: 
 
1) Membership 
No surprise that the club continues to grow - which is a positive message. We are now up to 410 
active members. 66 new members so far for 2016, so approx' 13 new members per month. This is 
clearly quite a task and thankfully we have Mick Connell (aka Mr Nice Guy) managing the process, 
running the briefings and induction rides with the support of several willing helpers (thank you all!) 
on the Saturday morning rides. 
 
We have talked at length over the last few months about whether we need to slow down the 
process. For now however, we are confident that we have an adequate percentage of run leaders to 
cope with the numbers, but we will continue to assess the situation. Especially now that the sun has 
finally come out! 
 
You will also have seen the new Intros group introduced recently to address this growth. We are 
aware that it can be tricky having a lot of inexperienced riders turn up on a Sunday, hence this group 
is there to help provide a more secure pathway for them to gain confidence and move up when 
ready.  
 
It also worth mentioning that we are seeing a good percentage of lady members now (72 to be 
precise!). Liz McKie is our new Women's Secretary and has been actively discussing requirements 
with our lady members.Please contact Liz (cc'd) or come along on Monday to the Feedback meeting 
for further information. 
 
2) Club runs 
Oh, how the Sunday rides are getting ever popular. Well over 100 riders most Sundays now, and 
without the massive organisational work from Bob Bone and his group leaders we would really 
struggle to cope. The run leaders recruitment, training sessions, training rides, First Aid training, GPS 
education, route planning, ride rotas, elevenses stops etc.etc. is all well above the call of duty. As I've 
said before: The best club run organisation in the country. Thank you Bob! 
 
3) Chiltern 100 (15th May) 
1 week to go! We have over 100 club riders signed up to ride again this year (using our 50% 
discount), so no problems with the popularity of this event. 
 
I've heard a few grumbles about why do we provide volunteers to help at this event - particularly 
when it is now run by a profit making organisation (Human Race). The answer, to be blunt, is 
because we receive £10,000 a year for doing so. We are the founders of the event (courtesy of Eddie 
Spriggs back in 2004?) and continue to have a warm association with the event - particularly 
manning the feed stations for which we receive great praise from the riders. 
 



A big thank you to all of the helpers that have volunteered for the weekend (no press-gang needed 
... just) and especially to Andy Flint who has worked so tirelessly working with Human Race and 
organising our helper contribution. 
 
4) Welwyn Petit-Tour - City Centre Criteriums (16th July) 
In its 2nd year, this has now become our showcase event and gives the club a great profile in the 
racing world. For those unfamiliar with the event, it is part of the Tarmac Tour of Hertfordshire 
Series (5 events - see brochure attached) and has the honor of being the final and most prestigious 
round thanks to the fantastic location (Welwyn Garden City Centre closed off for the whole day!) 
and a Fete atmosphere (stalls, stands and activities thanks to the event promoters Kinetic Cycles).  
 
The series is geared towards youth and novice riders as an opportunity for local riders to discover 
the experience the thrill of circuit racing. For me, this is exactly the kind of contribution we should be 
making for cycling in Hertfordshire. 
 
Our job is to run the races (12 of them with up to 50 riders each!). e.g. race entries, numbers, sign-
on, bike checks, judging, marshaling, publishing results etc. Fortunately all of the hard work (road 
closures, diversions, risk assessments, planning, collaboration with the council/police etc.) is all 
managed by the Tour Series organisers.  
 
Be warned that we will be needing your help. So long as we don't have another full day of rain (!) 
this will be a great day out. Remember that the club is all about like-minded cyclists teaming 
together to organise activities, get us together and make for a better riding environment. We all 
need to contribute. 
 
I'll be in touch soon to clarify the requirements and seek volunteers. Please do you best to attend to 
this one! 
 
5) Other Open Events: Open 25 TT / LVRC Circuit Races at Hog Hill 
The Open 25 (24-Jul) has a great history in the TT world with winners such as Alex Dowsett in recent 
years. Sadly the haydays with 120 rider fields and top times needed to gain entry are now a thing of 
the past. Entries of around 50 riders will be more realistic. We will however continue to play our part 
running this recognised event for the foreseeable future and a special thanks to Nick Coe for 
continuing to make this a tier-1 quality event and doing the club proud. 
 
We have also been co-running LVRC Circuit races at Hog Hill (19-Jun) with TMG Horizon for the last 
couple of years now, and this is an important contribution in the Veterans racing world. Without our 
contribution, riders from our club could struggle to gain entry to other LVRC events. Two races on 
the day with 4 age-related categories. A good opportunity for any of you over 40's that might want 
to try putting a number on your back! Please contact me, Matt Pumo, Nick Coe or Gavin Bench (cc'd) 
for further information. 
 
6) Youth Development 
Coaching sessions at Welwyn Track kick off on Saturday 14th May. We were finding our way a bit last 
year, but things will be stepping up this year. We now have three British Cycling accredited track 
coaches (myself, Rachel McKay and Davinder Bhatia) and are ready to start using those funny bikes 
with no brakes or gears (!). Plan is to run the session weekly till end Aug - bar a couple of difficult 
weekends. 
 
Track bike hire will be a major factor to how far we can progress and we are in dicussion with the 



Welwyn Wheelers to gain access to their bikes. If not, we might even buy a few of our own. 
 
We will run a session for <all> members soon to give everybody an opportunity to experience riding 
the velodrome. If this proves popular, we will arrange regular sessions thereafter. 
 
I haven't had many youth riders out on the Sunday road rides recently other than the ever 
enthusiastic Robertson brothers, so please get in touch if your kids are over 12 and might be 
interested in joining up with us. Note that I've cut the distance down to approx' 30-miles now which 
is proving more suitable for this age group.  
 
Also note that we have a nice road bike available for hire - suitable for 5' 2" - 5' 8". 
 
7) Tony Brazier 
We were sad to see the passing of Tony at Christmas. It would be remiss of me not to mention him 
again given how much of his life he gave to the club (60 years!) and how he shaped much of what 
the club is all about today. I'll always remember seeing him time-keeping at our TT's no matter what 
the weather - week after week. He also played a big part in supporting our junior riders to take many 
trophies back in the 70's & 80's. 
 
The club has made a donation of £200 to The Hospice of St Francis in keeping with the wishes of his 
family. 
 
8) Racing 
It is still early season, but is has been good to see the Verulam CC colours making a splash in the 
racing world. Matt Watson (14) has had some particular success, winning a few races this 
year. Adam Robertson has been racing seriously and mixing it with the best in the junior 
category, Luke Houghton took an excellent 2nd place at Milton Keynes recently and Max 
Robertson (12) has also been getting good results in his age category. 
 
I see we had 24 riders on Tuesday evening at the 10-mile TT which is a good sign for the rest of the 
year! Thanks again to Nick Coe for being the "unsung hero" here and making this all happen. 
 
9) Social / Majorca / BBQ / Club Dinner / Club nights / Sportives etc ... 
I've just come back from Majorca (gloat, gloat!) with near 70 fellow club members. It is quite a sight 
seeing half of the jet and half of the main restaurant taken over by the VCC! This trip is a great 
example of what a great social scene we have in the club. BIG THANKS to Tom Tichler for all of the 
organisation and Bob Bone for sorting out all of the groups, rotas and run leaders. 
 
The Monday club nights have been pulling some good attendances recently which is all in keeping 
with the great friendships that are forming in the club. I'm looking forward to the future evening 
events, BBQ, Club Dinner etc. Thank you again Tom for all the great work! 
 
I mention Sportives in the heading because we have so many riders traveling all over the country 
every weekend performing amazing feats of endurance. The Majorca 312 deserves a special mention 
having seen Kate Gannon, John Jones, Gary Aldridge, Martin Arundel and Philip Mann complete the 
full distance - despite some challenging conditions. Chapeau!  
 
Sportives are clearly an area for interest for our members and we plan to introduce a way of better 
communicating events and attendances through our social media channels.Martin Arundel has 
kindly offered to take the lead with this effort, but is is early days as yet. All ideas welcome 
to Martin (cc'd). 



 
10) Website / social media 
Big changes this year with our new web site and social media usage (Facebook, Slack and 
Strava). Chris Murray and Andy Flint have been the heroes behind the scenes, so a big thanks to you 
both. It is nice to join the 21st Century! 
 
Please contact Andy (cc'd) if you would like more information or want to join one of the media 
channels. 
 
11) Club kit 
Continues to sell well and I felt great pride seeing us all decked out in our nice blue lycra in Majorca. 
Made us look very professional :-) 
 
The stocking and distribution is proving to be a lot of effort for Gavin Bench and the guys at 
Rock&Road. Pease show them some love when you next see them! 
 
New order being placed next week, so get in quick if you have any requirements. 
 
12) Conclusions 
So where are we heading? I've reattached our budget plan to help restate our goals for the club and 
how we feel resources and effort should be invested. Please take a read before you come along to 
the "feedback" meeting on Monday evening. 
 
These goals have remained unchanged for 2 years now, which is hopefully a good sign. Personally, I 
still have a way to go to establish the youth development framework (as expected), but we have 
made some great steps over the last year with resources, access to the track and finding our way. I'd 
also like to see us develop a race team and a reputation to make racers from other clubs envious. 
I've always believed this is likely to evolve from the youth development hence will continue to invest 
my efforts in that area. 
 
Overall, the club has reached new levels in membership and activities and this is all thanks to you (as 
helpers) and our amazing committee members. We are very fortunate to have such an active and 
enthusiastic team behind us keeping things organised. Special thanks to the other unsung heroes 
behind the scenes not mentioned: Kate Gannon (Club Sec), Andy Rice (Vice-Chair), Andy 
Boetius (Treasurer), Bill Sibley(Senior Sec and help just about everywhere), Luke Houghton (Junior 
Sec), Rachel McKay (Coaching and spin classes maestro) and Andy Whitaker (MTB Sec). And 
apologies to all those I haven't mentioned! 
 
Happy cycling for 2016 and please remember that this is your club. Remember to do your bit helping 
out with the activities and try to attend on Monday if you can to give us some feedback. 
 
Kind regards, 
Doug 
 


